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A ACT concerning water resources snd water rights snd
vater resources end wster vights adrministretion;
further amending Article 7+77 of the Revised Civil
Statubes of Texas, 1085, &s smended; changing the
pene of the Texas Water Comnission to the Tcxas
Water Rights Commivsion; defining certsin terms;
providing for tae coocintzent end terns of office
of the mexbers of the Texas VWater Rights Comaise
sion; providing for rules end regulstions; proe
viding for biennial reporis; providing for the
appointuent of an Exocutive Director; providing
for the transfer of records ond equipment; pro=
viding for the adriiictraiion of permits <o
appropriate public ucter:s; declaring legisletive
intent with regerd 1o concellation of unused
permits and certified filings; providing that
certein Acts snd laws herciolore referring to
the State Board of VWater agineers and its suce
cessors shall hereafier be deemed to refer to the
Texas Water Rights Commicsions providing that
the Attorney Genersl shali be the legel sdvisor
of the Commission nd othor 1ozel counsel moy be
employed subject vo wae consent of the Attorney
Ceneral; providing or cooperstion with the United
Szates end other siate agencles; providing for
copeals from rulings of the Cormiesion; providing
for copies of Cormission records ond yulings;
enending Acts 1925, 30th Legislature, P 25,

Sec, 3¢, as emended, relating o the designetion
of underground water regervoirs snd subdivisions
thereof; providing e savinzs cleuse; providing
for seversbility; vepealing certein laws; proe-
viding en effective dste; end declaring &n
energency.

BE IT ENACTﬁD BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. That Article 7477, Revised Civil Statutes of Texes, 1925, as
emcnied, 28 furthervamended to herenfter-reéd as followst

wasticle THIT |

"geciion 1. Short Title‘

"pnis Act mey be cited as the 'Texss Water Rights Commission Act.'

"Section 2. Definitions

"As used in this Act

"(z, ‘Cogmission’ meoas the.Texas Wétcr Rights.CQmmission.

"(b) ‘Boerd' meens tue Pexas Water Development Board.



"Section 3. The Texes Wator Rishts Commirsion

"rhe neme of the Texes Water Carmissicn, created ond constituted by Acta
1662, 57th Legisletwre, 3rd C. 5., Ch, L, 4s hereby chenged to the Texas Vater

Rights Conmission, snd the members constituting the Texss Weter Commission
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nail continue in officc for the rewscetive terms for which they were appointed,
and until their sﬁcccssors ore eppointed end have quolified. 8aid Commisscion
.shell be coamposed of three ‘(3) mexbers appointed by the Governor by and wi.th
the advice snd consent lof the Se:mvta, and esch shall hold office for a term
of six (6) yesrs, anci' until his successor is‘appointcd end hes quaiified.
.Provided, that the persozi sppointed for the term beginning in August, 1963,
.shall sexve for 2 perioci ending -Fcbmary 1, 1969; the person appointed to the
tern beginning in August_., 1665, shall sexve for o period ending February 1, ‘
1971, end the person appointed to the teraz deginning August, 1967, shall serv;
for 2 period ending Febi-uary 1, 1973. ‘Es.ch nexber of ;c.he Commission is an |
oinicer of the Statce zs defined by tre 'Cons‘citu‘cion and sﬁall qualify by
taking the officizl oath of office as reseribed by lsw, and by executing
sn officizl bond payable 'Eo the Sta‘ce. of Texas inm the sum of Ten Thoussnd
Dollers ($10,000) in eccordance with the provisions of the State Ewployee
Bonding Act. Members of the Commission shell s_ervc'on a full-time basls.
"The Governor shall designate the Chairnian of the Commission who shall
serve es Chairmen uvntil a new Chairmen is designated. . |
"The Chairman shall pre#ide at all meetings of the Commission end shall | |
cause o be issued notices of public hearings guthorized by the Commisslon
or held uﬁder its authority. . ‘I‘hé Ghaiman'may désignate, anothgr nenber of
the Cozmission to act temporarily for him in his cbsence.
- "Me Coxnission shell hold regulsr meetings on dates aspecified by order
' of the Commission entered upon its minutes. . Specisl meetinss af;bé,‘-.- \
notice by the Chairmen or Acting 7 “wmct L. v |
mey bo held at such times and places within tne :S"ca‘ce 85 saic Commission may
deez necessary and proper in the performe.nce of its gqutics., A 'majority of the

Cormigsion sxall constitute a quorum.



“"Seetion 4. Orzeniretion, Rulcs srnd Remletions

“The Cermission is suthorized to orgenize snd reorgenize its ecninise
trative divisions end services for the most efficient dispatch of its powers

and cduties, and issue rules end regulstions for the conduct of its affeira

- . . ~

inmeludiing vhe acde and manner of £ii procedures and hearings held under its
authority. |

"Sec;ion.S. ;Renorts

“fhe Commission shall make bieunial reports'in writing to the Governor
in which shsll be included data on ﬁhe ectivities of the Cormission and such
suggestions as to the amendment of existing lews end the ensctﬂeqt of new laws

a8 the information ond experlence of the Comaission mey suggest.

"Section 6. Executive Director -

"The Commissiog shall employ én Executive Director to serve st the
pleasure of the Cpmmission. The Zxecutlve Direcctor shall; under the policies
of the Couxicsion, menage the administrative affairs of the Commiscion, serve

&5 the chief adminigtrétive officer for the Comnission, and appoint such eg-.'
ployees and assistants and other personnel as are necessary. The Ixecutive
Director shall receive necessary traﬁel expenses in the seme msuner as &
member of the Coamission. . |

"Segtion T Recordéz Eéuigment

"Alle? the‘files, records, equipment and property formerly the property
of the Texas Water Commlssion needed to perform the dutles of the Texas Water
Rights Cormission shall be transferred to the Coammission. Detalls of propert&’

« transfer aﬁd adjustmcnt,of property,recdrds'shall be agreed upon by the Cam»_

~mission and the Bosrd and the Commission end the Board ere directed to consﬁlt
with the State Auditor end the'Comptroller of Public Accounts in order that

the transfers 6f property end records may be made in an orderly manner."

"Section 8. Permits, Cencelletion
™(a) The Commission shall have the duty of receiving, administering,
and ecting upon all applications for permiiz, or omendments thoreto mode by

any person, politiéal subdivigion or by the Boardlto sppropriate pudlic waters



for benaficisl use or storsge or to comstruct works for thg impoundment,
storage, diversion or trancporvstion of publiic weters. The Commission may
issue permits for storage solely for the purpose of optimua development of
projects, and such permits for storage may be converted into permits for
beneficisl uce by further application therefor to the Commissicn,

"(b) The Commission shall have the duty of adninistering proccedings
Por the cancellation and forfelture, in whole-or.in part, of pernits and
certified Filinzs for the appropriation'of public waters 25 provided in
Articles Th7h, 7519, 754k of the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, and Acts
1657, 55tk Legislature, Ch. %9 (campiled as Articles 751Ca and 75160, Reviséd
Civil Ststutes).

"(c) It is the intent end desive of the Legislature that the Commission
shall undertake an orderly, ective and continuing eveluation of outstanding
peraits éﬁd certificd filings end initiste and csrry forward neasures 10
cancel in whole or im part those_certified £ilings and pernits that afe subw
Ject to cancellation in whoie or in sart,

“Seetion 9. Dutices of Commission

"In order to avoid embiguity sbout the extent of responsidbility of the
Coumission, the Legislsture declsres thet ihe words 'Board,® or 'Board of
Engineefg,‘ or 'State Soard of Water Engincers,' or 'Texas Uster Commission!
shall hercafier be deemed to refer o the Texas Water Rights Cammission in
21l ccts end laws excepd those which are {0 be a&miniétered by the Texas Water

. \
Development Board or which impose a right or duty on said Board.

"Section 10, Attornmey Genersl

"mhe Attorney Genersl shall be the legal advisor of the Coxmission end )

provided, that in sddltion, the Cholvmon 7
Cwritten consent of the A .o -
counsel resjunarly, OF way engage thelr services “emporarily .

"goetion 1l. Arency Cooneration

e Coxmission, in performing the duties preseribed by this Chapter,

may cooperave witn egencies of the Uaited States, with other sgencics of this

-l}-



State or of any other State, with politicel subdivizions end municipal corpos
rotions of the State and with persons and corporstions.

"Section 12, Apveals

"(a) Any person affected by ony ruiing, or&eﬁ, decision, or other act
of the Commission, may, within thirty (20) deys after the dote on which such
get is performed, or, in case of a ruling; order, or dscision, witﬁin thirty
{30) days after the effective daﬁe the;eof, file 2 petition in an sction to
review, set aside, medify, or suspend such rullng, or&ér, decision, or othér
act. Or any party. affected by the failﬁre o the Comnission to act in =
reaconable time upon an application to sppropriate water, or to perform with
- reasonnble prom@tness any other duty impdsed by this Chepter, may file &
petition in en action to compel the Commission to chow cause why it should
not be directed by the court %0 take immediate actioﬁ.; The venue in any or
211 such sctions iz hereby fixed éxclusively in the District Court of Trevis
County, Texas., .

"(b) Any party agﬁrieved by sny judgment or order of a district court
in axy suit or judicial prodeedin@ brought wnder the provisions of this
Chapter shall have the right to & review on appesl to the Court of Civil
Appeals, ond by appeal or writ of crror to the Supreme Court, as in other
civil cases in which the district court has original ‘Jurisdiction, snd subject
to the statutes ond rules of practice'and procedure in civil cases.

"Section 13, Records |

“Upon the application of any persen and upon payment of the fees pre-
- geribed théfefor in the Ru;es ené Regulations of the Commlssion, the Commission
chall furnish certifled doﬁiés of sny proceedings or any other officiel act ofu:
| record, or of eny paper, mép, or'document filed in the office of the Commission,
in cohnection with the appropriation of water, determination of water rights,
or adninistration 6f water rights, Such certified copies, when signed by the '
Cheirrman, the Executive birectof,‘or such person as the Chalrmen may designate,
cnd under the cesl of the Comalssion chall be edmissidle os evidence in any

court or adminlistrotive proceeding.”



Sae. 2, Underrrovnd Water Reservoirg

Acts 1625, 30th Legislature, p. 25, Sce. 3¢, es anended, (compiled as
Art. 7850-3¢, Rovised Civil Statutes of Toxas) is further smended by the
addition thereto of anotzer Sectica ‘./:e.,:izﬂ\z:e'a Sectlon (I) to read &S5
followss

“Sec? ¢9) Thé suthority herctofore vasted in the State Board of Water
Engincers cnd itc successors to &e signate 'underaround water reservolrs"
or 'subdivision of an underground rcservoir' shall herealter be exercised
by the Tcaas Water Rzra«s Coxmission scting upon evidence snd testimony from
the Texas Water Development Board erd auher'ovidcnce adduced at & heoring
neld for the purpose of making such Gesignetion., The seid Board shall upon
the request of sny person interested in such application for designation or
at the request-of;the Tezas Water‘ﬁizhts Ceumission pfepare evidence and |
testinony ﬂva*laole to it relating to the existence, srea ond characteristics
of any such reservoir or subdivisiown “herecd, All otLer Gubies with regerd
%0 Underground Water Districts imposed on the State Board of Water Engineers
by this Act shall be performgd by the Texas Water Rights Commission.”

Szc. 3. Sgvings Cleuse

The f&P@&l of sny law by this Act shall not sffect or inmpair eny act
done or obligation, right, license, permit or penalty gccrued or existing
undér the authority of’the lew repealed; end such law shall be treated es
still remaining in force for the puspose of sustaining eny proper action con;
cerning any such obligstion, right, llcense, pernit or penalty. No action
or procce&ing cormenced prior t0 the effective date of this Act shall be
affected by its cnactment. |

Sec. 4., Severability -

IZ any yrovisions of'this Act or the epplication thereof to,aﬁy ﬁerson
or circumstances is held to be unconstitutionel, the remelnder <o
“or the opplication of such provisioms to other porsons or circumstances suall
. not be affccted thereby. |
Scc. 5. chealef
Article 7475, Revised Civil Statutes, end all other laws or perts of laws

in coanflict herewith are repealed o the extent of such conflict only.
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Sec. 6. Effcctive Date

This Act shell be cffective Sentember 1, 1965.

See, 7. Euerrency

The fact that the administration of water rights end woter resources
is a critical tock and‘there is & greot .r.ee:" for lawg to perlcru Tthese vital
prblic dutiec in the7most efficlient menner c¢reates on cmergencey end en
imperative public necessity thet the Constitutional Rule reguiring bills
to be read on three geveresl doys in esch House be suspended, end the same.

is hereby sucpended, ¢nd this Act choll take effect end be in force from

end after Scptember 1, 1965, end it is so enceted. .
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A BILL

TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT concerning water resources
.. and water rights and water
resources and water rights
administration; further a-
mending Afficle 7477 of the
" Revised Civil Statutes of
Texas, 1925, as amended;
“changing the name of the
Texas Water Commission to
the Texas Water Rights
Commission; defining cer-
tain terms; providing for
the appointment and terms of
office of the members of the
Texas Water Rights Commis-
sion; providing for rules and
regulations; providing for

refer to the Texas Water Rights Com-
- mission; providing that the Attorney
-General shall be the legal advisor of
‘the Commission and other legal coun-
‘sel may be employed subject to the
‘consent of the Attorney General; pro-

viding for cooperation with the United
States and other state agencies; pro-
viding for appeals from rulings of

the Commission; providing for copies
of Commission records and rulings;
amending Acts 1925, 39th Legislature,
P. 25, Sec. 3c, as amended, relating
to the designation of underground
water reservoirs and subdivisions
thereof; providing a savings clause;
providing for severability; repealing
certain laws; providing an effective

~ date; and declaring an emergency.
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biennial reports; providing FEB 9 1965 READ 1st TlME

for the appointment of an
Executive Director; provid-
ing for the transfer of rec-
ords and equipment; provid-
ing for the administration

~ of permits to appropriate
public waters; declaring
legislative intent with
regard to cancellation of
unused permits and certi-
fied filings; providing that
certain Acts and laws here-
tofore referring to the State
Board of Water Engineers

- and its successors shall
hereafter be degmed to
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